Course Assessment and Grading
Tests and exams provide instructors with a measure of how well students are learning the course material and they provide the students themselves with that same feedback. Assignments are activities that help you learn the course material - and are therefore formative as opposed to summative. 

Test and exam assessment measures are relative to the expectations of the instructor and conceivably have little correlation with the amount of time a student spends doing the course work. The measures do correlate with the quality of the learning that the student has achieved - in fact they attempt to measure it. Individual students may take more or less time than other students to reach the same standard of learning. Individual students may feel they do not need feedback on their learning at certain stages of the course. Ultimately, students themselves bear sole responsibility for the standard of learning they achieve. Assessment has little effect on learning except in as much as the feedback may allow the student to take corrective action. 

Assignments are formative to your learning and are therefore required. 

However, summative assessment is deliberately flexible. The only absolutely required measure of your learning achievement is the final exam. If you opt out of other assessment measures (i.e. the two tests) the final exam will then be worth 100% minus whatever the assignments are worth. The weighting of the final exam will be reduced by the weighting of whichever other tests you write. 

Even if you participate in the tests you may feel that because the feedback has allowed you to improve you do not want the earlier measures included in the calculation of your final grade (because you have improved, the earlier "bad" marks do not represent the state of your learning). You may choose to ask that either or both of your test marks be ignored and the percentage transferred to the final exam. You must ask for by submitting a Test Grade Annulment form available (from CSE1003) before the date of the final exam. This will not apply to assignments.

Make-up tests for the purpose of contributing to the final grade will not be held. You will be deemed to have opted out of any tests you miss, for whatever reason (i.e. the weight will be transferred to the final exam). However, if you wish to receive the feedback from the missed test arrangements will be made for you to write the test and it will be marked. The mark will not contribute to your final grade, and it will constitute valid feedback only if you have not discussed the test with other students who have already written it. Such arrangements will be made only with valid documentation (e.g. medical note) of the reason for missing the test.

Final Exam
The final exam will be weighted 35%, 50% (55%) or 70% depending on participation in the tests. The final exam is held during the University examination period. The date of the final exam is not known until the official University examination schedule is published and in principle it could be as late as the end of the exam period (as noted in the schedule above). It is your responsibility to be present at the exam. No agreement will be given for deferred standing for reasons of travel plans.

Course Content
The lectures are organized on a modular basis (the section meets for 3 lecture hours per week), with material to be covered specified in the lecture schedule.

I will not necessarily discuss each and every part of the readings specified below in lectures. The purpose of lectures is to guide you as you explore the material and to elaborate on the most important and central ideas, particularly if those ideas are complex. It is your responsibility to prepare yourself for examinations by thoroughly reading and thinking about the material. You should certainly not hesitate to ask your instructor questions about the things you have been reading that have not been covered in lectures, and also about topics that have been covered in lectures and which you would like further explanation.

