Architecture of a DYNAMIC WEB SITE
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Step 1: The browser displays a Web page.  The user inputs some data (Forms) and clicks a button on the page.
Step 2: The browser send the request to the corresponding HTTP Web server (GET, POST methods).  The browser and HTTP Web server exchange information using HTTP protocol.

Step 3: The HTTP Web server receives the request and if it concerns the Web application processor sends it to the Web application processor.

Step 4: The Web application processor choose the right program to be executed and runs it.  Usually the program accesses the database and executes the request on the database.  

Step 5: The result is sent back to the Web application processor which will generate a new HTML document based on the received data.
Step 6: The new HTML document is sent to the HTTP Web server.

Step 7: The HTTP Web server sends the new document to the requesting browser.

Step 8: The browser displays the new HTML document.

Microsoft® Active Server Pages (ASP) is a Web application processor which is able to process .asp files.   An asp file may combine HTML, scripts, and components to create applications that run on a HTTP Web server.  ASP is called by the HTTP Web server.  ASP processes the file sequentially (top-down), executes any script commands contained in the file.
The default scripting language used for writing ASP is VBScript, although you can use other scripting languages like JScript (Microsoft's version of JavaScript).

ASP has gone through three major releases:

· ASP version 1.0 (distributed with IIS 3.0) in December 1996 

· ASP version 2.0 (distributed with IIS 4.0) in September 1997 

· ASP version 3.0 (distributed with IIS 5.0) in November 2000 

ASP 3.0 is currently available in IIS 6.0 on Windows Server 2003 and IIS 7.0 on Windows Server 2008.

ASP.NET is often confused as the newest release of ASP, but the technologies are very different. ASP.Net relies on the .Net Framework and is a compiled language, whereas ASP is strictly an interpreted scripting language.

How Does ASP Differ from HTML?

· When a browser requests an HTML file, the IIS server returns the file 

· When a browser requests an ASP file, IIS passes the request to the ASP engine (processor). The ASP engine reads the ASP file, line by line, and executes the scripts in the ASP file. Finally, the output produced by the ASP scripts is returned to the browser as plain HTML 
The Microsoft Internet Information Server (IIS) is a HTTP Web server which includes an Active Server Pages processor (Web application processor).  ASP is an application processor which “understands” the ASP language.  An ASP file contains HTML statements and ASP scripts.  The ASP file starts with an ASP tag in line 1 where we specify the scripting language in the file.  It might be JavaScript, VBScript etc.

There are JavaScript scripts which are executed on the client-side and JavaScript scripts which are executed on the server-side.  
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