The Shannon Experiment – Redundancy in English Printed Text


First eXPERIMENTER SHEET

INSTRUCTIONS:

1.
Tell the participant (P) he/she is to guess the letters in phrases and to write down the correct letters as guessing proceeds.

2.
Ask P to guess the first letter in the phrase.

3.
(a) If the guess is correct, inform P and ask P to guess the next letter.


(b) If the guess is incorrect, put an “X” under the letter, tell P the correct letter, and ask P to guess the next letter.

4.
Continue through the text.  Tabulate results on right side and bottom of page.

	I do not fully agree with you

​​​-----------------------------

well connected with people

--------------------------

lie detector tests never work

-----------------------------

dolphins leap high out of the water

-----------------------------------

listen to five hours of opera

-----------------------------
	Letters: 29

Words: 7

Errors:


1st letter errors: 

Letters: 26

Words: 4

Errors:


1st letter errors: 

Letters: 29

Words: 5

Errors:


1st letter errors: 

Letters: 35

Words: 7

Errors:


1st letter errors: 

Letters: 29

Words: 6

Errors:


1st letter errors: 




Total
Letters: 148


Words: 29



Errors:



1st letter errors: 

second eXPERIMENTER SHEET

INSTRUCTIONS:

1.
Tell the participant (P) he/she is to guess the letters in phrases and to write down the correct letters as guessing proceeds.

2.
Ask P to guess the first letter in the phrase.

3.
(a) If the guess is correct, inform P and ask P to guess the next letter.


(b) If the guess is incorrect, put an “X” under the letter, tell P the correct letter, and ask P to guess the next letter.

4.
Continue through the text.  Tabulate results on right side and bottom of page.

	WIN FIRST PRIZE IN THE CONTEST

​​​------------------------------

THE WINNER OF THE RACE

----------------------

A GLANCE IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION

-------------------------------

PLAYERS MUST KNOW ALL THE RULES

-------------------------------

IN SHARP CONTRAST TO YOUR WORDS

-------------------------------
	Letters: 30

Words: 6

Errors:


1st letter errors: 

Letters: 22

Words: 5

Errors:


1st letter errors: 

Letters: 31

Words: 6

Errors:


1st letter errors: 

Letters: 31

Words: 6

Errors:


1st letter errors: 

Letters: 31

Words: 6

Errors:


1st letter errors: 




Total
Letters: 144


Words: 28



Errors:



1st letter errors: 

